20/11/11                                                 Ephesians 2:1-10   Who are we?                                    Ken Williams


· “Tomorrow is the first day of the rest of your life”.  That was the catchphrase of an ad on TV some years back that said that – what was it advertising?  Now it might be corny – but it is true. 

· How are we living our lives now?

· How will we live our lives in the future?

· Let’s read our text – remembering this was written to Christians – it was written to people who had a faith in Christ.

1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.  (Ephesians 2:1-10 NIV)

· The main problem we have in understanding this passage and applying it to ourselves is to take it seriously.

· It begins: “You were dead in your transgressions and in your sins.”

· We tend to say: “Oh, yes, I can see this is about other people.”  The reality is, it is about everyone of us.

· For the most part, we do not believe the picture of ourselves is as bad as Paul says.

· Are the lives we so carefully groom meaningless – a living death – without God in the picture?

· On the other hand, we find it hard to believe that the facts are as good as Paul says.  Does God really love us so deeply and are we actually exalted with Christ in the heavenly realms?

· This passage is about value and hope: without God, humanity has little of either; with God humanity is given immense hope and lasting value.

 The former way of life in sins (2:1-3)
· Who are we?

· Who were we?

· We are all people with a past, a past marked by disobedience and failure, which demonstrates something is very wrong at the core of our being.

· My past was marked by excessive use of alcohol, lying and swearing.

· This is true of all people.  We all have a past. 

· It may be a past of pride and self-righteousness, of anger, unforgiveness, jealousy, selfishness, dishonesty.

· None of us can escape the indictment; we are geared to self-seeking and the satisfaction of self-centred cravings, whether this is obvious or hidden in our lives.

· This text requires us to take sin more seriously than we usually do.

· Sin is an individual problem, but it is also a societal, corporate problem.

· How, for example, did Germany become so pervasively distorted to follow Nazism?

· How did South Africa and the United States become so distorted with racism?

· What about New Zealand?

· Why does materialism have such a deep grip on our society?  Consider the ridiculous lengths we tend to go to at Christmas.

· Why does New Zealand have such a huge cultural problem with binge drinking, with domestic violence, with sexual promiscuity, with gambling, with godlessness?

· Isaiah’s confession is descriptive of us all: “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips.” (Is. 6:5)
· Isaiah summed up the state of each one of us and our society.

· Sin is personal, individual and corporate, and it is consent to a manipulative age without God.

· These are unpleasant realities, but nonetheless true.

· The problem for Christians is that two overlapping realms or ages exist.  

· Though a new life in Christ can exist, the old life is still with us and at work.  Which life will define us?

· We may have accepted Christ and therefore we are under His reign – but we may still be living with the habits and behaviour patterns that are more consistent with our past.

· Maybe a break with the past has not really occurred.

· For those of us who are Christian, we need to be much more aware that the old life still wants to define who we are.

Life in and with Christ (2:4-7) 
· What makes you, you and me, me?

· What forms our identity? 
· A Christian’s self-understanding or identity is found outside of ourselves.

· In vv.4-5 – We are told of God’s great love, he who is rich in mercy – this is what made us alive in Christ – it is by God’s grace I have been saved.

· This shapes and forms me.

· Our true identity is not determined by personal characteristics, experiences, and abilities – even though those terms are important.

· Our identity is determined by life with and in Jesus Christ.

· He is the environment that shapes us. 
· The message translates these verses well:

immense in mercy and with an incredible love, he embraced us. He took our sin-dead lives and made us alive in Christ. He did all this on his own, with no help from us! (2:4-5 The Message)
· Paul felt this so forcefully that he said: I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. (Gal. 2:20)
· Christ’s death and resurrection are events which are reproduced in our own lives.  It’s true.
· We die to the old world, we can let go of our old self and its tyrannies of sin and rise to life in the Spirit.
· Our culture will always shape us, but Christ must be our primary culture. Imagine the difference if it were the other way round.
· To be in and with Christ means that ours is no longer an individual identity.
· We are in solidarity with Christ, or as Eph.5:31 puts it, “we are members of his body”.
· In essence this passage screams out “Get a Life!”
· Too often we have become spectators of life and spend enormous amounts of time on trivialities.
· Isn’t the fascination with the lives of the ‘rich and famous’ due to our triviality?
· How much of the election coverage over the last 10 days has been on insignificant matters that have nothing to do with the governance of the nation.  So much of it has hype, tripe and trivia.
· We can live out the transition from death to life (2:1-10) by turning from the banal, the dull, the predictable to life with Christ.
· So why is this identity question so important?
· An understanding of identity is not some philosophical or theological question for idle musing.  It brings an understanding of who we are and it determines how we live.
· I found a quote this week from a guy called Larry Katz – (a guitarist with The Bosstones) – anybody ever heard of them? – He said –“I feel that the greatest gift you can give another person or an audience is a revelation of what’s in your heart and soul”.
· Isn’t that just what God did.  In giving his gift of salvation, God revealed a heart and soul full of mercy, love, grace and kindness.
· If God has done all this to change our death to life, what loving and wonderful God he shows himself to be!

· If you are a Christian, where would your life be without Jesus?

· If you don’t know Jesus – where is your life heading?  What changes need to be made – knowing Jesus does bring change.

· He is the persistent, loving God, rich in mercy and in grace.
· Over and over in Ephesians Paul reveals God as showering people with grace. He is not the Deist God who sits afar off and waits.  
· He is the active God who will not stay out of the picture; he is Immanuel – God is with us.
· Such a God brings joy and rejoicing to our lives.
· We can almost hear Romans 8:31-32 

31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?
Salvation Without Works (2:8-10)

· This is a passage about salvation.

· Paul tells us we are dead in sin – this is not the way God wants things.

· He sent his Son Jesus to die for our sin, that we might have life. 
· Rick Warren has said: “Through salvation our past has been forgiven, our present is given meaning, and out future is secured.”
· If salvation is a gift of grace, then human beings can do nothing to achieve it.  

· It is God’s work, a gift extended to everyone. Its cause is purely in God’s character, not in the character or conduct of any person.

· No act or virtue can be presented to God to gain acceptance. But for many, grace is so hard to accept or believe.

· If we have self-confidence, we see no need to be stripped of all our hard-earned value.

· We think other people are worse than we are, so why shouldn’t God accept us?  For those with self-confidence it is very hard to appreciate what God has actually done for them.

· If we lack self-confidence, we find it hard to think God will accept us under any circumstance. 

· Either way grace is so hard to take.

· But remember that grace is God’s giving us himself.  He accepts us without precondition or complaint.

· We are given significance and standing by our relation to God.

· We are valued by grace, but the attention is not on us, but on the God who loves so deeply.

· Grace moves us to worship and true humility.

· The purpose of the Bible is simply to proclaim God's plan to save His children. It asserts that man is lost and needs to be saved. And it communicates the message that Jesus is the God in the flesh sent to save His children. Max Lucado 
· A recovery of the New Testament faith described here will reconfigure the church.

· Imagine a church in which people knew they were bound to Jesus Christ, lived in union with him, reflected his death and resurrection, and conscious of their new creation by God, lived productive lives.

· This is what Paul was describing, and this is what we are called to be.
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