17.04.11 Palm Sunday        Hebrews 5:1-10; 4:14-16  King for a Day       Alan Bennett

After 3 action-packed years of radical ministry in a rather small area of Israel, Jesus enters Jerusalem for the last time.  He has been a Prophet (teacher) of the Good News, of the Kingdom of God, of the need for the forgiveness of sin and much, much more. He has fulfilled His calling, the God ordained duties of a Prophet.  All the while, the people have been looking for their expected King.  Their expectation was for a conqueror of those who oppressed them.  But Jesus had held back from revealing that side of His mandate knowing it would bring a premature end to His mission.

But today, just one week out from what He knew was the end, He allowed the people to have their head, and out they came in their thousands to welcome Him and proclaim Him as King.  Could this be the hour when the Jewish nation would gain its freedom from Rome, when all OT predictions would come true?  YES – but for a day only! Or so it seemed, for there is no more mention of King Jesus in John’s gospel until Pilate comes face to face with King Jesus a week later. There Pilate asks, “Are you the king of the Jews”?  (John 19:33-34), Jesus fired back with a question that has come down through history that we must all answer, “Is that your idea, or a second hand thought”?!

Well – is He King?  King of your life?  Were you in the crowd that day?  What is your response today, Palm Sunday April 17, 2011??   Who do you give allegiance to?  Is Jesus on the throne of your life today?  You cannot have a second hand answer. Christian parents can teach and train you but they can’t save you.

From allowing the people to acknowledge Him King on that day, Jesus “set his eyes like a flint towards Jerusalem” to fulfil the 3rd and possibly the most lasting and influential of His 3 ministries – that of Priest – and High Priest at that.  -  the book of Hebrews reflects back on what Jesus accomplished starting from that first Palm Sunday and continues to do in this role of High Priest.

Read Heb. 5:1-10, 4:14-16.

3 things characterized a priest in the Bible.

a) Appointed to deal with the things of God – we would say the spiritual issues of life.

b) One with mankind  -  a person with experience, sympathy and empathy. Able to deal gently with those in need, to keep cool under pressure.

c) Could not appoint himself.   Had a definite call and anointing from God.

As for Jesus…

a) certainly did not appoint himself….v 4-5. and Luke 4. synagogue at Nazareth, “the spirit of the Lord is upon me, He has anointed me to preach Good News to the poor etc”

b) empathy…v7   prayers, petitions, loud crying and tears. (Gethsemane).

The Jews thought of 3 levels of prayer and I think you and I may have experienced the same…

1. prayer and petition… the disciplined talking with God. (Illustration -  Calvin Intercessory prayer time each Sunday).

2. crying…  the sudden outburst, involuntary, wrung out of the soul that is in close communion with the very heart of God.

3. tears… the long lasting burden until an assurance or answer comes. (Illustration -  a parent praying for the prodigal son or daughter;  for healing etc.)

c) made perfect… v8-9  but Jesus is perfect!  True.  The meaning here is… Jesus is the perfect fit. He meets all the requirements of a faithful High Priest. And especially in the area of suffering.  It is about “function” not quality. Quality has never been in question. He was and is and always will be the perfect sinless Son of God fit to carry our sin.

d) eternal salvation …v9-10  if our faith is in Him, who did all this and as we will reflect on again next week – He suffered on the Cross for us – then this verse tells us we are safe and secure in this life and the next – through all eternity.  -  Don’t you love these verses, this chapter, this book of Hebrews?  It is my choice for any desert island experience!

Conclusion…ch4 v14-16.  “Therefore”

“Hold firmly to our faith”    approaching persecution and end-times perhaps!

“Come close to God”   renew, refire, restore your relationship with Jesus and so glorify God.  Honour Him as your prophet teacher, study his word, listen to his Spirit, Honour Him as your King on the throne of your life, and Honour Him as your Great High Priest by talking with him in prayer, at his throne of grace, on our knees before a holy God, and pour out your heart to the only one who hears and answers the loud cries and tears of a soul in need this morning.    

As God is speaking into your mind and heart this morning, come forward and pray with someone here at the front as we sing. 
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