03.07.11               Hebrews 6:1-12  Are You Farming Thistles?             Alan Bennett


Intro. – Tuesday leaders’ seminar in Invercargill – key word ‘journey’.
         -- Wednesday revival at Riversdale – ‘God’s glory’.
V1-3:  Key words are  ‘leave’; ‘go on’; ‘we will do so’.
Having left here we run headlong into a crucial question that ALL Christians will meet at some time or other – ‘Am I really saved?’

Or ‘Are they truly saved?’   or  ‘Once saved, always saved, yes or no?’
V4- 6  Here the word that hits us hard is “it is impossible” - when the Bible tells us that with God “all things are possible,”  Matt 19:26.
Now notice the way “those“ Christians being referred to are described.
At one time been enlightened.   A common expression in many religions, especially as regards initiation, such as baptism, and in the Bible it is used of people who have met with and been impacted by Jesus. Almost always a one-off experience. Ps 34:5 and John’s gospel.
Had tasted the heavenly gift.   The whole sum of spiritual blessing. Could also refer to Communion. Certainly involved. 
Have shared in the Holy Spirit - those who have received the Holy Spirit personally by faith and/or through baptism and have at one time been empowered by the Holy Spirit in life and service...Not just an observer of the Holy Spirit’s activity. 
(They already have believed, baptized, taken communion and received the Holy Spirit.)  Illustration:  Simon Acts 8:9ff and 18ff   from Philip a great evangelist/preacher.
Had tasted the goodness of the Word, read the Bible, studied in home group, listened to many sermons and perhaps heard God directly as many of us have. 
In the words of New Testament scholar FF Bruce, “The scriptures contain encouragement enough and to spare for the feeblest believer, but are full of solemn warnings to those who think they stand, to beware lest they fall.  A credible profession of faith must be accepted as genuine but ultimately it is only the Lord who knows who are His.”

By the way -  What taste is left in your mouth?
Had experienced the powers of the coming age – “…greater things than these,” Jesus had said.   Miracles, signs and wonders.
Matt 7:22  and 12:28
It is impossible  -  To be  brought back - to repentance .  

NOTE   it is not saying that they can’t be ‘forgiven’.
There must be repentance before forgiveness can be extended.
It crucifies the Lord again and is a ‘public shame’.
Brought back – it would seem that no amount of Christian or church persuasion  can turn them back to God -  a very common experience.  Remember that we are talking about people who have exhibited a true faith and church involvement = a saint if you will!   Heb 3:12.
Quote FF Bruce again, “Crucify here indicates WHY it is impossible for such people to repent and make a new beginning.  God has pledged Himself to pardon (forgive) all who truly repent, but scripture and experience alike suggest that it is possible for human beings to arrive at a state of heart and life where they can no longer repent.”








 V 7-8:  an illustration from Southland farming!   Some land is just too hard, costly, difficult and remote to be regularly farmed – so it is left wild and to itself, virtually disowned and often perhaps periodically burnt up and destroyed.   Heb 12:29.


How many lives do you know and I know that are just like this land, constantly in turmoil and strife because they have turned their back on God, on the church and no longer interested.
BUT

God’s grace!

AND

there is good land, and v9-12 tell us the blessing that that land is to God the farmer of all those who run true to the faith He has planted in us.

The warning above was stern, serious stuff.  Now, so to is the word of commendation and encouragement given to the early church and I want to encourage you on this same scriptural ground today.  It is so easy, even in church, to criticise one another, to find fault, to think that we could do better.  Not so easy perhaps to cheer one another on or commend one another for a job well done, e.g. in America. (Last week Anthony commended Christine).

(Gwyn Barrett – honoured other churches and people:  the Wesleys, Henry.)

Faith and works come together again.  Here, the emphasis is on the good works we do for one another, within the church and churches.   It is necessary to keep a balance of internal and external ministry.  There is an emphasis in scripture of making sure our internal love and functioning is in good heart so that our outside activity has credence in outside eyes.

Finally, a word for us all.  Hang in there! Keep on the journey.
Continue to help – Have the same diligence - To very end – Our hope is sure -

Not lazy – Patience – Inherit what is
Promised -  6:19-20.   “We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, where Jesus Who went before us (on His Journey) has entered on our behalf.”

Conclusion -

This is the journey we are on – are you sure!?  Have you started your journey with Jesus yet?  

‘Today is the day of Salvation,’ Heb 3. Come forward for prayer and receive Christ today.
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