11.07.10                           Hebrews 7:1-4, 24-25 Whose am I?                     Alan Bennett


Intro…   Families, parents,  fathers and mothers, birth and death.

Belonging, caring etc.  From ‘Open Homes’ we have been hearing about all of these things in one way or another.

Now, suddenly, we are brought face to face with a strange person, surrounded by strange events: King/Priest Melchizedek.  We are not able to explain everything.

The Christian faith is, in many ways, the successor of the Jewish religion, the religion of the people of Israel.  This letter was written to such people.

So, we are taken back to an incident in the life of father Abraham.

Genesis 14:17-20.

Abraham is on his way back from a victorious battle, no doubt feeling pleased with himself and the way things had worked out.  Suddenly this stranger appeared, obviously regal in appearance, with bread and wine for Abraham.  Could this be a ‘Communion Service’? for it is quickly followed by Abraham giving him, the greater, a tenth of everything.

Now here in Hebrews 7 we have the writer’s interpretation and expansion on that incident.

In the light of what we have heard about the great need for parents to care for others’ children – here is my take on these verses for today.

Bread and wine.  Food and water, the two essentials for human life.  The body of our Lord Jesus Christ - essential food for every Christian.

Righteousness.  A God-only standard of life and behaviour.  The very ethos, ethic, truthfulness we want our children to be raised in - only to be found in a Christian home!

Peace - the atmosphere in a home that comes from love and caring, from order and positive role-modelling.  A priceless gift that only Christian parents can give in full measure, for peace is a gift of God.

(Tithe), or a tenth of everything.  Here is sacrifice on a practical level.  Family is sharing, whether it is toys or food, money or time.  Children and adults alike, we all need to learn and relearn the value of generosity.

The NT teaches us, “God loves a cheerful giver,” - of “loving our neighbour as ourselves.”  In this regard, ‘charity does begin in the home’.

Without father or mother - can you imagine what it must be like to grow up not knowing your parents, or knowing who they are but they don’t want to know you?  Jesus once pointed to his friends as his parents.  He taught us to care for the orphans.

Without genealogy - no grandparents, aunts and uncles, cousins etc.  Humanly-speaking, Jesus did have them, but we know that he was from God himself.  With God the Father he was there at creation.

Without beginning of days - no birthday to celebrate!  Jesus was before all time.  Christmas is only his human beginning.

Or end of life - aimless lives that so many people live or the fear they have of not knowing what old age will bring, or what happens at death.  There was nothing aimless about Jesus.  He came to die, to rise again and be our Great High Priest, bringing us God’s loving rescue and rules for living down from heaven, and now hearing our prayers.

BUT   “like the Son of God, Jesus.”   Here is the point of the writer’s reflection on Melchizedek.  He is a picture, a forerunner, a vision, a type of our Lord Jesus Christ.

But we see Jesus,  Heb 2:9.

To Conclude

V24-25. “Because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood.  Therefore he is able to save (rescue) completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede (stand up) for them.”
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