21.08.11                                     Hebrews 8:6-13 God Will Do It                     Alan Bennett

Introduction…  Recent angst among rugby supporters re: Adidas

Perhaps rugby union should have stuck with Canterbury or even tried Nikki!

“Just do it” surely one of the best slogans, almost as good as “Bring home the bacon, Mum” = school kids trying to swap sandwiches.

For today at Calvin = “God will do it”  is very appropriate on AGM Sunday as we review the past year with thanks and focus now on what God will do during this new church calendar year.

Key thought..verse 6:  anything God does is superior – the key word of Hebrews.

The two covenants  verse 7:  actually nothing wrong with the first (old) covenant.  The problem was with the people not playing their part.  Disobedience and bad behaviour had set in.  

It required external allegiance; the new covenant requires internal submission.  The first was written on stone and God had to take them by the hand. Verse 9:  The new is written on the heart and mind v10 and as we now know is powered from within by the Grace of God the Holy Spirit.

Some other points regarding covenants need to be noted…

1.  v8 A new covenant already in the pipe-line.  Jeremiah 31:31-34    God was very aware that the old covenant was not working. Why?  Because sin covered by daily, regular and annual sacrifices of animals was not changing human hearts

2. v13  Old covenant was decaying, being obliterated and about to be cancelled by God

3. v8 A new covenant would heal wounds, 1000 year old split between Israel and Judah.   Enmity can be overcome.  Old foes can live and talk together, 

4.  v11  It would also put people everywhere on a level footing.  It will bring about social change, remove the many layers of class distinction that only produces an elite and those who serve them.

5. v12  The new covenant would have forgiveness at its heart. It is based on God’s love, His Grace and Mercy.  Through forgiveness we can have new beginnings in our relationships. -  unique to Christian faith

6. Ch.9 v14  It is a covenant based on no more sacrifices – but one!   The endless killing of animals did not work because humankind could not keep up the pace – and where they could for a time – it became meaningless and divorced from reality as per the Pharisees.  

So that ONE – God himself in the person of Jesus Christ made the once for all supreme sacrifice on the Cross and so brought the old system to an end.

Conclusion…. Fellow Calvin Community Church members and friends here this morning, let us go into our AGM and the busy year ahead of us with a fresh understanding of our relationship with God through and secured within the New Covenant, secured at great cost by Jesus, His Son, our Saviour; with hearts and minds filled by His grace and power we can and we will do exploits of faith in His Name.  Take this morning’s motto, “God will do it” into our tomorrows with zeal and confidence. Remember, it is not, ‘God can do it’  -  It is ”God will do it”.
1

