06.11.11                                Hebrews 11        Hope Revealed                        Alan Bennett

1-3 Introduction   believe and so live

The life of faith is a life with hope.  What then is this thing we call hope?

Dict.  Meaning =  Hope is the emotional state which promotes the belief in a positive outcome related to events and circumstances in one's life. It is the "feeling that what is wanted can be had or that events will turn out for the best" (wikipedia)

Christian hope is -

Belief in God against the world  -  supernatural  /  natural

Belief in the spirit against the senses  -  5 senses plus one.

(taste, smell, sight, hearing, touch) <pain, balance, temperature etc> + spirit 

Belief in the future against the present  -  ‘better’  our favourite word in Hebrews

(Moffat as quoted by Barclay)
V3  made out of God’s hand

Made out of the unseen  (human and scientific eyes)   this is not a scientific statement but a statement that, ‘this is God’s world
4-16   Group 1.  Life as an alien   v 13  ‘aliens and strangers on earth’. They were all moving on to something better, something lasting  e.g.  Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham

This world is not my home.  Do not fully belong feeling.

Illus.   Thai Alien certificate.      Also special laws in OT.

In passing better say something about Cain and Abel sacrifice. The lesson is surely, make sure whatever you offer to God is acceptable!  (Anger and a sullen face certainly are not. Gen 4:5-7)  Ref. Rom. 12:1-2  “offer your bodies – holy and pleasing to God,”  for only then, ‘will it still speak’ into eternity as Abel’s has.

17-31  Group 2   Life as a visionary  v 27  ‘he saw Him who is invisible’ 

           They could all look into the unknown, the future, with confidence

           Eg  Isaac, Joseph,  Moses, Rahab

           My, how we admire people with initiative and drive.  The gift of planning, laying out a way   
ahead – esp when followed through.  Illus.  son-in-law John
32-38  Group 3   Life as a pilgrim  v 38  ‘ they wandered in deserts – the  world not worthy of them’ 

 They all faced difficulty, opposition, persecution, “but whose   weakness was turned to strength” v 34

Eg  Gideon, Samson, David, Others

These are the overcomers.  People who rise above their circumstances again and again.  Incorrigible 

Physical,  Emotional.  Spiritual  realm

39-40 Summary …

Commended  -   but the prize is not in this world.   They ‘gained’ Christ together with us.  (Phil. 3:8)  For me to live is Christ and to die is gain”  (Phil. 1:21)
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