06.11.11          Hebrews 12:1-13    The Commentary from Heaven            Alan Bennett

Intro… You have heard of Winston Peters, you have heard of Winston Churchill.    How many of you have heard of Winston McCarthy? “It’s a goal”.  Overseas tours.  Commentators can’t resist ‘advising’ or ‘telling’ the players what to do!  What they did wrong, who to watch out for etc.
12:1  As if ‘guidance from heaven’ is being given.  Can those witnesses actually see what we are up to?   How transparent is the screen between earth and heaven?   Remember the transfiguration !

Life is a race.  Last week we referred to it more as a pilgrimage – not slow!

Modern world danger of trying to cram too much into it

V1-3 The goal of the Christian’s life is Jesus himself.  He began all things, he will complete all things. He is our example throughout the race of life and he will mediate for us in any life troubles – if we ask, if we let him.

V4. .How much do we struggle against sin?  - “that we may share in His holiness’ for this is His desire for us.  

Is this the writer’s rebuke, to make us think again that Jesus took our sin which caused His blood to be shed.   How quickly we forget our position in Christ – we have been adopted, grafted in, and have all the rights and privileges that go with our new relationship in Christ.  There is a place to stand tall, rebuke the devil in Jesus Name and know the joy of the freedom we have in Christ.  God forgives and forgets- and we must do the same. Forgiven sin can have no further claim on us. Now may the following 3 points help us further in our battle with sin.

V5-7   The Encouragement of being loved as a son (child) Proverbs 3:5-12 of knowing that we belong to a caring God and a caring family of God’s people. Then the discipline is more like direction and instruction.  The punishment is more the meaning of ‘boundaries’, restrictions if you like, that any loving father should oversee for the child’s  own good.

V8-11  The Cure of discipline   illus.  All Blacks last 20 mins.  Control.

V8  If we can’t either accept discipline or apply discipline, we don’t belong in the team, nor do we belong in God’s team. The discipline of prayer, of Bible reading, of worship and of service.

V9  reminds us that discipline leads to respect  - have we lost sight of this truth. The ‘hands off’ laissez faire style of leadership in the home or in the office runs the risk of losing respect. A guideline here perhaps re who we will be voting for in the general election.  Surely we can only respect a person with our vote if they in turn show a degree of self discipline in their private and public life.

V10  a human fathers discipline and opportunity to direct and mentor a child diminishes as the child grows into adulthood.  But God continues with us throughout our life - for our good – in order that one day we will be a comfortable fit with Him in heaven. – and so -  “share in his holiness”

V11 remarkably, discipline brings peace this verse tells us.  How we wished for that parental skill over the years we had with our children that it had brought peace and not a tantrum.!

V12-13  The application of self discipline 
Strengthen our hands to do only those things that are good and beneficial and make our knees work for us, getting out of bed in the morning, going that extra mile to visit a neighbour, to get down on our knees in worship and prayer before our mighty and powerful God.  

And make level paths as we run the Race set before us, looking out to Jesus, which is where we started a few moments ago.   Perhaps we will close this morning by going back to Proverbs which was obviously in the writers mind and heart as he wrote to the new Hebrew church – people who knew Solomon and others writings well.   
Read Proverbs 4: 20-27
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