20.11.11                      Hebrews 12:14-29  The Discipline of Faith                Alan Bennett

Introduction   So how does last Sunday’s ‘strengthening of weak arms and knees’ and ‘cutting a straight path’ work out in my daily life?  (ch 12:13-14)

1   V14  Make every effort (pursue)    live in peace with men.  A strong Hebrew goal for living, took it very seriously.   Living in a right relationship with others. Love your neighbour as you love yourself  And be holy – as God is holy.  Be different from others, be separate from others.

2   V15  see to it – (Deut. 29:18)  no root of bitterness, that is poison for others.  Don’t miss the Grace of God, don’t fall behind all that God has for you.  Keep growing.

3   V16 see that no one – is sexually immoral -  turning the gift of God into a toy or a sport, a way of life.  Or is Godless – mind heart and body given over to the world. example is Essau (Gen. 25:31-35)  who compromised over a meal and in so doing turned his back on his birthright, a great gift of God.

V18-21  You have not come  -  to Moses and the burning bush incident. Fear not faith was in control as in most other religions and the Christian cults. Here is another big difference with the OT. (5 senses) The world of do’s and don’ts.  The NT is based on more spiritual values – esp. faith. Ch11

V22-24  But you have come  -  to Jesus and the blood of the new covenant - a better word than the blood of Abel. Better than the glory of Mt. Sinai.  Better than anything else.  We have come back to God, our maker and in so doing have come into the future revelation,  Mt Zion, living God, heavenly city, angels by the thousands, church of Jesus, names in heaven, righteous ones perfected  -  back to JESUS.

V25-27  See to it  -  you don’t refuse God the Father  Here is the final word from the righteous Judge of all.  He shook the earth when Moses was on Mt Sinai, He shook the earth when Jesus was on the Cross – now there is just one more shake up to come, no more warnings, just the final destruction of earth and all created things – leaving only Faith and the things of the spirit. Illus. meteor passed close by last week. Makes nonsense of tea parties and billboard stickers.  God is not mocked.

 V28-29  Therefore  -  we receive the kingdom through faith  -   be thankful and so worship God – in spirit and in truth.  This is all GOOD NEWS for us who believe – but “consuming fire” for those who don’t.  Friends, this is yet another word from God to spur us on.  “By Faith, Calvin Community Church when moved by My Spirit, led hundreds to faith across Gore, Southland, New Zealand and far off lands”  -  an addition to Ch.11 !        DV

Hebrews 12:14 - 29
 14 Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. 15 See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many. 16 See that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless like Esau, who for a single meal sold his inheritance rights as the oldest son. 17 Afterward, as you know, when he wanted to inherit this blessing, he was rejected. Even though he sought the blessing with tears, he could not change what he had done. 

 18 You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm; 19 to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to them, 20 because they could not bear what was commanded: “If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned to death.”[a] 21 The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.”[b] 

 22 But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, 23 to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the Judge of all, to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 

 25 See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks. If they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn away from him who warns us from heaven? 26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.”[c] 27 The words “once more” indicate the removing of what can be shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may remain. 

 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire.
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