Hebrews ch 13  “The Leader, Leaders and the Led”
Calvin:  Sunday 29 January 2012 Alan Bennett
Introduction  =  Inspite of being well into the new year we cannot leave Hebrews unfinished.  Some of you may have missed parts of Chapters11 and 12 but these notes are available from the office.
Like many books in the New Testament, Hebrews concludes with practical out-workings of the theology that has been presented.  The writer gathers all he has presented and is saying, “It is in these response areas that your Christian life will be examined.”  The over-arching theme comes back to one of ‘attitude’ and I have actually made that my third stand-alone point, though it applies equally to all points.
Neighbours  =  love, verses 1-3.  Jesus’ command in Mark 12:31.
Friends – keep in touch - a ‘word’ for Calvin church 2012 – “keep on”.
Strangers - could be angels - book “Finding Men for Christ”.
Prisoners – could be you.  How much do we value our freedom?
Disadvantaged – they suffer – picture yourself in a wheelchair for life!
Leaders  =  respect verses 7-9, 17-18.
Look at their lives.  Do they ‘speak the word of God into your situation’?
Imitate their faith.  Do their way of life and standards stack up?
Obey their instruction.  Should follow willingly out of the above.
Pray for their integrity  -  for they sure need it. – new Senior Pastor.  MSB.
Attitude  =  “contentment” versus excess (v. 5) versus 4-6, 
Marriage – keep it pure and bright - ref Herald article.
Money – enough is enough, e.g. Government World Cup fever.
Fellowship – from food to faith – ceremony or celebration?
Jesus – He never changes, verse 8 – our security through change.
We will find him ‘outside’, verse 13, not in a temple or a city but in mission.
The Great Shepherd, verse 20.  He is alive and intimately involved in leading us.
