Calvin Church is participating in anSandra Gow and her events
exciting trend amongst God’s peoplédeam have been working
where churches are offering the widehard to help us as a church
community an alternative to Halloweenget ready. But some action
There are “Light Parties”, “Saints & or response is necessary for
Angels” parties, and here at Calvin, thais to take now. Sandra has
“Angels and Heroes” party. Last yeatisted a number of ways to
was our first party and we saw arbe involved. Let's pray -
amazing response from the communitypray for God to touch
200 children and 100 adults venturetiearts, including ours, to be
through the doors at Calvin into a funa part of this extraordinary
filed environment that resembled aday for Angels and Heroes
family fun park. Almost every locationto come to Gore town.

in the building had an activity thatProgramme for the night:
mgtched one of the age groups foflg.30 Games and craft
children under 12 years old. There Waﬁctivity stations

also' a wonderful response from th 30Fo00d

Calvin church famlly to make it a!l 6.50Welcome everyone
happen. All 36 Calvin t-shirts Were iNannounce  winners &
use and we've got more for this year resent prizes for
Wow! The church family has enterecﬁolouring-in and best
into the spirit of how God's love can bey o sed characters

shown to the community. 705 Welcome and

Hokonui Gold gave the party a big puslintroduce Gerry Forde
by saying this party is a better place fofguest entertainer)
kids to be than wandering around th&.30 Disco

streets on Halloween. 7.50 The end

The Ensign gave us a great write-up, andelpers required on the day Food items required

one Mum commented, “l think it is* Car-parking and security (donations welcome)
amazing what the church has done toDoorman and counter * 80 packets of jellies
make the kids feel special. Especially at Kitchen * 26 packets malt biscuits
this age, you don't really want then* Manning games & craft station:x 2 5 kg fruit puffs
walking the streets. In my mind it sure (materials all supplied) * 13 tins condensed milk
beats celebrating Halloween.” * Photographer * Money for prizes

We still hear of parents talking abouf Judges for best dressed characters i+ 10 loaves of sandwiches made up

what the party meant to their family last C°l0uring-in competition * 10 chocolate cakes (recipe supplied)
year, and eagerly await this year's one, S€tting up and cleaning up

From what other churches have told u§, Face Painters

numbers just keep on growing at their -9hting and sound

parties. What will God do here in Gore Eeople to sogizli{ze .(I'mix and mingle
this year on 31st October? Will we be ave a yarn with families)

ready for the community’s response?

If you want to be part of this exciting
event then sign up at the reception desk
signaling your area of service. If you'd
like more information please see Sandra
Gow or ring her on 208 9684

Unity is a precious thing in a ways you do make efforts to encourage the other churches.
church - and between sort things out or to avoid We make a commitment to

churches. Psalm 133 says the things going wrong in the first pray for other churches. We

God bestows a blessing whert place. Thank you for that. never want to be seen to be
his people live together in ¢ encouraging people to change
unity. Jesus, on the last night churches. That leaves a very
of His life, prayed for the bad taste in the mouth.

unity of Christians. We

probably all know “how good

and pleasant it is when God'’s
people live together in unity”

— compared with when there
is tension and hurt.

Unfortunately, I've had a visi
this week from a pastor in
Gore upset by the fact that
some peopl
from Calvin told
a family in hi
church that the

I'm aware that this

rumour might have
been twisted at some
point but all the same
needed to ¢ it is a timely reminder
out of it. to us of our

| often think that unity takes Apparently, hi responsibility to seek
years to build and can be los church was als unity not division.

in seconds. Eph 4:3 says welabelled in awa
are to “make_every efforto that was entirel
keep the unity of the Spirit inaccurate.
through the bond of peace.”
“Every effort” suggests that
we are to go as far as we cal
to maintain unity. Sometimes
that will mean doing hard
things like apologising or
talking with someone who has
hurt you. But unity is so much
on the heart of Jesus that w
are asked to do those har
things. Relationships matter.

| trust this is a very
isolated incident. | am
sure the vast majority
I’'m embarrasse of us are very careful
that that ha about what we say
happened. Th and very aware that
other churche we want to strengthen
in Gore are ou relationships, not
partners and t weaken them. Thank
people are o you for that.
brothers and

sisters. Speaking negatively
damages relationships. In
fact, we want every church to
| am really grateful for the prosper. We support and

May God bless you,
Peter

If you ring the church now place. The phone rings The duties are not onerous
you might find vyourself frequently, people come in, and the environment quite
talking to Jo. events need to be friendly(!) but we do need
organised and people who are good with
resources produced. people and preferably have
There’'s always some good computer skills. Our
Week o f major project or other. volunteers also need to work

At the same time, it is as part of a team and be

administration u i .
Nichi was not able tb n(_)t _m_anned a.II day. flexible and adaptable.
Nichi is here in the

do the extra but Jo . We h It would be a huge help to the

Parish is picking up mornings. € Nave giaff to have more volunteers

those hours and possibly two wonderfu_l volunteers j, e office. If you would
: (Diane and Julia) here for ar : P .

some more during the consider helping in this way,

holidays when Nichi doesn’t afte”rnolon eacg'. but we WOUI? please contact Nichi or Peter,

work. Jo is currently really love a bigger team o' 208 9973

struggling with a bad back volunteers. Could you give a

and is unable to work full- Mmerning or afternoof”

Some time ago th
Elders approved 4
extra five hours peg

=]

time, so the part-time work each week?

suits her and helps us. HowAfternoons are L s % &

long this situation lasts important becaus- - -

depends on her recovery butotherwise the office i '( 2 "% &3 4

in the meantime we are unattended bu: ( g'§ & &*& & +

delighted to have her as partmornings would alst
of the team. We need the be really helpful ir$ .*&
extra help and Jo is a greatthat it would allow,; g
person to have around. Nichi to get on witt
The church office is a busy bigger project stuff. 0 &,1 &




and Wellington region and Dunedin for tha forgiving others, or in my case,
forgiving myself and accepting the grace
that Jesus continually freely offers.

Thank you, Paul and Michelle and

A course about spiritual
emotional healing. Presented by part of the course.
BreakFree Ministries of VMTC NZ. A testimony from Jo Parish.

Early in September Freed to Live wa$Being freed from bondages/barriers
offered to the Calvin Church family.that were hindering my relationship witt eam.
This short course gave the participants @od and other people is what ultimatel The next Freed to Live will take place
time to consider afresh, or for the firsdrew me to want to do this course at the end of October and early
time, things that might be holding thernbarriers that maybe | wasn't even awal November. Registration flyers will be
back in their walk with God. ‘Freed toof. It was about giving God the freedol available in early October. This time the
Live’ is not a course about problemand time to reveal things to me throuc course will be offered to the wider
solving, but rather an opportunity for theHis Holy Spirit. church, particularly through Presbytery,
participants to experience a time withH found the teaching side of this cours but it is hoped that the Calvin Church
God that enables them to walk forwardery helpful. With great examples frot family will again benefit from what is
in their relationship with Him in new real life experiences and then thoffered. Paul and Michelle Loveday
freedom. scriptural truths, Paul and Michelle will be presenting the material, and will
Course numbers were restricted ashowed God’s practical means tbe assisted by a team of BreakFree
attendees had their own personatlentify and deal with those barriers. prayer ministers from both the North
ministry session during the weekend'd heard before and still definitely agrerand South Islands.

section. This was only pos_sible by thghat unf_orgiveness is the_ biggest barrie Course dates: Thursdays™0ct. & 6"
generous support of trained prayein stunting our growth with God and fo Nov. (7pm — 9pm), weekend"g- g"

ministers who travelled from theus to live a healthy life. Whether that i Nov

- That there would be a spirit of loving
relationship between all participants.

There is a new prayer initiative within topics suggested:
the Presbyterian Church.

The vision is that every community,
every congregation and every pastoral
leader is prayed for every day.

- Key people leading at Assembly, tha
they would be Spirit-led - That God’s will be done on earth as it

Moderator - Graham Redding is in Heaven

Guest Speaker - Professor
Randall Prior

If you could give some time to prayer, it
might make a significant difference in
the life of the Preshyterian Church.

Assembly Executive Officer - _ _ -
Martin Baker and his team Bronwyn McCall is going as C_alvms

) ) elder. Jason Barron is attending as a
Worship leaders, Chaplain ancyqyth representative for the Presbytery.
Interns Steph is going, and as National Youth
Business Work Group Convener< Co-Ordinator will also run the Youth
and Local Arrangements people. Assembly a few days before, Peter and
the Assembly where people can go at Chris are going. Peter will be
any time but the request is for ‘people of introduced as the new Moderator
prayer’ around the country to also pray.. The presentation of reports and pape Designate. We would all value your
The following are the specific prayer for discussion and decisions. prayer support. Thank you. - Peter

The mission is to be a praying church
that corporately and personally makes
Jesus known.

The approaching General Assembly (2-6
October) provides a particular prayer
focus. The General Assembly is held
every two years and major decisions are
made. There will be a prayer room at

All the delegates attending Assembly

The Continental Singers are an interne There is a need for more trained ESOL
tional Mission group and are coming tc tutors in Eastern Southland, and a
Gore on Thursday, 16th October. The' training course for volunteer tutors will
are performing a musical presentation ¢ pe held in Invercargill on the following
the life of Joseph, which is suitable for dates: Saturday 27th, Tuesday 30th
all ages. The story of Joseph contain September and Saturday 4th, Tuesday
great encouragement, challenge an7th, Thursday 9th OctobeBaturdays
comfort as it tells of God’s plans for us 9.30am-3pm; Week days 5.30-8.30 pm
which are for our good and His glory.
The concert is free but an offering will
be taken towards New Zealand trave
expenses.

The course is free but $20 will be
charged for resources provided during
the course. Fuel costs may be
reimbursed if people are able to car pool.
Billets are required for 22 people, whicl
includes breakfast and a packed lunc
for the next day. If you can help pleas:
leave your name and contact details ¢
the Help Desk.

If you are interested in training please
call or email Nalini Varghese, Manager
of ESOL Home Tutors Southland (Inc),
03 218 2736, southland@esolht.org.nz
for an information pack.
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Michelle Loveday is available fqr
counselling in the
Gore area. Hourly
appointments arg

held at Community
Connections i
Mersey Street, 0
Calvin Church.

Michelle counsels both men and women,
is also experienced in working with childr
and youth. She is a member of the N
Zealand Association of Counsellors, and
able to take WINZ and EAP clients.

For any enquiries please feel free to 1
Michelle on 208 3449 or 027 303 8438.
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The God Squad kids got togethe
recently to brainstorm for fundraising
ideas. Leah McMath came up the ide
of having a Quiz Night and since the
has has been putting her organisatior
skills to good use co-ordinating thi:
event. Funds raised will be put towarc
a Ski/Snowboarding day trip on the 4t
October which is a great time for th
group to build friendships and to bon
together.

Leah wanted the Quiz Night to b
suitable for kids as well as adults, so h
been including questions for them to«
She'd love to see a big turn-out o
Wednesday, 1st October at 6.30 pm.

%

| received a few responses to th&utthrough the hard and lonely times and don’t agree with (and others don't
material in the last newsletter on strong family stands by.

families. Here are a couple.

Sharing joys and triumphs too,

Josephine Dodds wrote the followind‘ove’S the reason why.

song for her parents’ 50th Weddin
Anniversary.

Love is the Golden Rule

A family is built upon the
love of husband and wife.
A family prepares each
child

for independent life.

For better or worse,

For richer, poorer,

In sickness and in health:
Love is the Golden Rule,
Love is the Golden Rule.

A family can fight and cry,

but loves and also laughs.

A family will work and play,
and nothing’s done by halves.

%

you've given of your best.

gSo thank you Mum and thank you Dad,

agree with and are talking about), even if

it feels like they don’t love you or don't

want to keep in contact and it gets too

hard to carry on with thenmever, never
give up!

And thank you brothers, sisters too,

you have done no less.

Rhonda Dennis replied as follows...

| thought I'd give my two
worth
characteristics of a family.
One of my firm beliefs is
this: Never, never give up!

cents

If parents give up on their kids then it is
devastating for their whole well-being
and hard for them to find their way in
the world. Families become fragmented.

to the

| think if you do this, then

every other
falls into place.

characteristic SO

for

| guess this also applies to church. We
have a race to run and that means also
never giving up on the church and its

people.

No matter how hard it gets.

what

Jesus has not given up on the church and
we shouldn’t either.

it's worth... family,

marriage, church, life. NEVER GIVE

UP!I

| can't stress that strongly enougt ) _ )
When one of your fam"y members give It takes a Vlllage to raise a child and a
you grief and heartache; doesn’t go tt V|”age to _gI’OW a church. We all need to
road you would like; gets into stuff yoL be committed.
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Digging In provides you with an
opportunity to do in-depth Bible study in
a structured learning environment.

God has been stirring in the heart ofChurch and Calvi
Colin Renouf and Peter Cheyne, whoCommunity Church

year alternating
between Gore Bapti

between them taught fourteen differentSundays 7 - 8.30 pn
courses at BCNZ Southland before itsEnrol for a whole

closure in 2006.
ongoing opportunity for in-depth

Biblical based study in a small groupin for a taste.

setting since that time. All that is about
to change with the launch of “Diggingd%009

In” - a place to learn and be equippe

alongside others who share a similarr

passion.

Tentative plans fo.

erm 1 - Biblical Interpretation - How to
ead the Bible for all its worth

3#)(& 58& #)&

We plan four 8-10 week courses perTerm 2 - Acts - 30 years that changed

the world

Term 3 - Leadership
Term 4 - Interpersonal
Communication

6 & 55 " 7 o
Digging In begins on
& ( & Sunday, 12th October,
There has been naourse, for the whol # & 7pm at the Gore
year or simply droj Baptist Church with
)8 9 # - Mark's Gospel -

Following Jesus

Enrol by Wednesday, 7th October at
either church office: Calvin 208 9973,

Baptist 208 4675



The opportunity to bring a non-church

friend to the version of Bridge Builders
that has been
designed for
them is this
month.
S o m e
community
groups are
expressing
interest in

fruitful?

This year Merle & John Barnett would
rather not organise the Christmas Din-
ner; we won't be putting on a Nativity

lay but we are thinking about picking

Eac_h year we do a_n_umber of t_hings .aﬁp possible opportunities at Christmas in
Christmas because it is such a high poinf, "o

in the Christian year and an opportunity ) )

to serve, and to tell people what it is alllf you have been involved in the past, or
about. However’ when we ask peop]e tayOu have an interest in how we can use
invest so much energy, we also want tdohristmas for the Kingdom of God, or

know that we are doing the most impor-you have ideas of what we could do, we
tant things. would like to have a brainstorming

. . ._meeting. We'd love you to be part of it.
Last year we took part in Christmas in 9 y b

D Being there doesn’t mean you will be
the Park, wrapped people’s gifts at thegiven a job. By the same token, we will

Warehouse, went carol singing to some,

sending
personnel to
this course, so
please register,
even if you are

people’s homes, put on the Nativity
play, organised Christmas Eve service

Christmas Dinner for those who might
not otherwise have the opportunity to

eed to know that we have key people
and teams for each activity we plan.

Our intention is that by planning now we
in Gore and at Waimumu, organised the yp g

can make the best use of our time and
energy. Ultimately we want people to

yet to invite
someone else
along.

Registration

brochures are
available at the Help Desk. If you want
any more information on the event
please contact Paul Loveday 208 9973

. . know about Jesus and to experience His
celebrate with others, Kidz Church or- 56 * oy pest can we do that at Christ-

ganised the gift boxes for families in mas?

need and we organised the Christmas ) )
Day service. The meeting will be on Thursday, 23rd

We know from the feedback that someOCtOber from 6 - 7 pm in the lounge.

of these activities are hugely appreci-
ated. It is a time when we can show
love. However, are they all effective?
Should we put energy into them? Are
there new things that would be more

%
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Help us to turn $50 into $500 to suppor
Calvin Youth.

Reason: to fund extra youth workers
and related expenses in Calvin Youth

Concept: Four day old calves are reare

and then grazed on farms until they are
ready for sale.
Ways to contribute:

$50 will buy a newborn calf

$75 will buy milk powder for one calf
$30 will buy calf meal

Some people can graze stock on thei
farms

Some people can donate calves

Some people can donate milk

No donation is too small.

Together we can turn a $50 calf into |
$500 in less than 12 months. )

If you would like to be part of this vision
please contact Marty 208 9973 or Andy
Buchanan, 207 1834 !
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Please cut this page out and stick it on your fridge!
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